Men’s Soccer Program

Bulldog Athletes +

The SSC Men’s Soccer Program is less than 20 years old, most
of which had been under the direction of Head Coach Jose
Gonzalez. His teams have earned more than 200 wins and
won over 80% of their games since 2000. Coach Gonzalez
believes in playing a highly competitive schedule every year,
and it has paid off with his teams’ continued postseason
success. The Bulldogs have brought home the Regional
Championship in 2004, 2007, and 2008, with National
Tournament berths in 2004 (7th Place) and 2008 (5th Place).
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The Men’s Soccer Program has amassed five All-American’s
and over 40 1st Team All-Region players. Four players have
made it to the professional level, and many more have
transferred to continue their playing careers at four year
colleges. For more information about Bulldogs Soccer, please
contact Coach Gonzalez at (708) 769-2973.
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Successful Transfer
Countless Bulldog Student Athletes have transferred
to play their respective sports at hundreds of
different NCAA Division I, Division II and Division III
schools, in addition to NAIA institutions. More than
50 former Bulldogs have further advanced on to
play Professional and Semi-Pro sports.
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Women’s Volleyball Program

Women’s Softball Program
Lady Bulldogs Softball Head Coach Larry Babcock has 10
years coaching experience with four at SSC, compiling a
record of 69-69. The Softball Program has enjoyed rapid
development under Babcock, culminating with a 32-11 in
2014 and an NCAA ranking as high as 18th in the nation.
The Softball Team has earned trips to the Regional final four
in each of the past three seasons and finished second in the
Region in 2014. Four SSC Softball players earned All-Region
selections in 2013. For more information about Lady Bulldogs
Softball, please contact Coach Babcock at (708) 596-2000,
ext. 2575.
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SSC Athletics Director Steve Ruzich pictured at
NCAA Baseball Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.
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Over the past three years alone, SSC Volleyball players have
racked up accolades including an All-American and seven
All-Region selections, and five Lady Bulldogs have transferred
on to play at four year schools including NCAA Division I
Eastern Michigan, among others. For more information about
Women’s Volleyball at SSC, please contact Coach Babcock at
(708) 596-2000, ext. 2575.
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SSC Volleyball Head Coach Larry Babcock has coached
the Lady Bulldogs since 2012 to a record of 68-66 and two
Regional Finals appearances. This is a vast improvement
over past teams and Coach Babcock is confident the arrow
will continue to point upwards for SSC Volleyball. He led the
2013 Team to a Regional Championship, the first in program
history, along the way to both Region and District Coach of the
Year honors. Coach Babcock’s Teams have also been ranked
nationally the last two years including 15th in country.
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Men’s Basketball, Soccer, Baseball
Women’s Basketball, Soccer,
Softball, Volleyball
SSC offers full tuition scholarships in all sports.
15800 S. State St.
South Holland IL 60473
(708) 596-2000

16333 S. Kilbourn Avenue
Oak Forest IL 60452
(708) 225-6000

73% of SSC student-athletes continue their
playing careers at four-year schools.

Men’s Baseball Program

Women’s Basketball Program

The Bulldogs Baseball Program has been a NJCAA
Division I powerhouse for more than three decades.
The program has been led by Head Coach Steve Ruzich
since 1987, racking up over 1,000 wins on the way to
11 Regional Titles including the past four in a row, and
two District Championships that led to NJCAA National
Tournament berths in Grand Junction Colorado.

The Lady Bulldogs Women’s Basketball Team has been
transformed from a local contending team to a nationally
recognized program under the tutelage of Head Coach
Darrell Scott. Coach Scott has amassed over 450 career
wins in his 23 years at SSC. His teams have produced
multiple All-Americans and numerous All-Region players.
Coach Scott has also led his Lady Bulldogs to four National
Tournament appearances, most recently in 2013.

Coach Ruzich himself was an All-American catcher at
the College of Saint Francis and was drafted in 1985 by
the Chicago White Sox. Ruzich also currently serves as
SSC’s Athletic Director. He was selected to the NJCAA
Coaches Hall of Fame in 2014. During his tenure, Ruzich
has coached 14 All-Americans and his program boasts
an 80% graduation rate, including 252 players that have
continued on to four-year institutions. Twenty-two of his
players have been drafted by Major League Baseball
teams, five of whom have reached the big leagues.
For more information about Bulldogs Baseball, please
contact Coach Ruzich at (708) 596-2000, ext. 2413.

Men’s Basketball Program
The Men’s Basketball Program has had many periods
of success during its long history, but none more so
than they have achieved under current Head Coach
John Pigatti’s guidance since his arrival in 2006. Coach
Pigatti has amassed a winning record in each of his eight
years at SSC and has been named Region IV Coach-ofthe-Year six times, as his teams have advanced to the
National Tournament in each of those years. His Bulldogs
have racked up countless accolades over those years
headlined by six 1st Team All-Americans with seven total,
including the 2013 National Player of the Year Michael
Harris. Every year Pigatti has enabled sophomores
to earn scholarships to continue playing at four-year
programs.
Coach Pigatti brings over 20 years of college coaching
experience from a well-rounded background. He was
previously named IBCA Coach of the Year, and served as
head coach of the Five Star Basketball Post Development
Camp where he instructed several top 100 high school
players in the country. For more information about
Bulldogs Basketball, please contact Coach Pigatti at
(708) 596-2000, ext. 2524.

Countless Lady Bulldogs have graduated and transitioned to
four year schools under the guidance of Coach Scott over the
years. For more information about Lady Bulldogs Basketball,
please contact Coach Scott at (708) 596-2000, ext. 2576.

Women’s Soccer Program
Coach Maria “Marilu” Gonzalez has spent the last seven
years building a competitive Women’s Soccer Program at
SSC. Coach Marilu has been part of the soccer community
since 1994, including her playing days for Chicago Latin
American Soccer Association throughout Chicago and
the suburbs, and coaching with the IWSL, NISL and head
coaching at the local high school district. She has coached
players from four years old to young adults.
Coach Marilu graduated from Chicago State University and
Concordia University where she earned a B.S. in Physical
Education and a M.A. Educational Leadership respectively.
She has developed high caliber players that have received
many awards and have continued their soccer careers at
four year universities. The Women’s Soccer Program at SSC
combines academics and sport to develop students into
student athletes. Success is not only evident in athletics but
also in academics, as the Lady Bulldogs have brought in
hundreds of “A’s”. Coach Marilu describes the Lady Bulldogs’
philosophy as “applying all team skills to real life situations
and expecting excellence on and off the pitch.” For more
information about Lady Bulldogs Soccer, please contact
Coach Marilu at (708) 770-1423.

